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Former President Of 
County Commissioners 
Dies at Age 66

Chopticon

Patuxent High

Patuxent High

Braves Homecoming 
Game Slips Away

     Patuxent beat us in all three 
phases of the game 
 
 -Braves Head Coach 
 Tony Lisanti

Story B-1

By Guy Leonard
Staff Writer

Circuit Court Judge Marvin S. 
Kaminetz ruled Monday that a 16-
year-old juvenile charged with forc-
ibly raping a 12-year-old girl will not 
be tried in juvenile court, but will 
face the possibility of serving prison 
time if convicted.

The ruling comes on the second 
day of a waiver hearing that sought 
to have John K. Edison, Jr. remanded 
back to juvenile court, which would 
have likely placed him a treatment 
program.

Professional analysts from the 
Department of Juvenile Services 
testified that Edison showed he was 
a “moderate risk” to public safety, 
but was amenable to treatment if re-
manded back to the juvenile system.

Judge Kaminetz said he weighed 
varying factors in the case and de-
cided the seriousness of the charges 
against Edison, with an additional 
record of assaults and drug and al-
cohol addiction, tipped the scales in 
favor of the state’s request to deny 
the waiver.

Sixteen-Year-Old 
Rape Suspect 
Will Be Tried 
As AdultAndrea Shiell

Staff Writer

There was a chilly bite to the air and a touch 
of gray in the sky, but sweet, delicious smells 
warmed the air as residents and visitors from all 

over the country flocked to the fairgrounds near 
Leonardtown for one of the county’s most be-
loved yearly events: the St. Mary’s County Oyster 
Festival.  

Described as an event that could turn any 
corner of the fairgrounds into a virtual nirvana 

for lovers of the famed mollusks, this year’s event 
combined festive fall themes with the Rotary 
Club’s standard slogan, “oysters any way you like 
‘em.”

Indeed, visitors could enjoy oysters any way 

The World Is St. Mary’s Oyster
Forty-second Annual Oyster Festival a Great Success

See Edison page A-�

Andrea Shiell
Staff Writer

 John Girolamo ambled through the Re-
Store in Lexington Park, moving past rows of ap-
pliances and furniture in what looked a lot like a 
scaled-down version of Home Depot, only this one 
is stocked with surplus or donated items from all 
over the county.  He said much of the items had 
already been picked over by local artists in prepa-
ration for Friday’s Recycled Art Show.  

 “We sent a wide net out for local artists,” 
he said, explaining that he had pitched the idea 
for an art show over a year ago, bringing it to the 
forefront after being hired as the director for the 
Patuxent chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  “It’s not 
a jury show,” he said, explaining that artists did 

not need to have their work approved or judged in 
order to participate.  

Well-known local artists including Patty Ar-
chuleta, Candace Cummings, Deb Daniels, Shir-
ley Gromen, Joan Kocen, Joi Lowe, Larry Lang-
feld, Deborah McClure, and Joe Rizza, as well as 
students from St. Mary’s Ryken High School, will 
be donating one-of-a-kind pieces made from ob-
jects found at the ReStore.  

Girolamo said that there are 21 artists submit-
ting a total of 30 pieces for the evening’s silent 
auction, all funds from which will be donated to 
Habitat for Humanity.  “We’ll have a silent auction 
for each piece, but the artists will also be selling 
their wares,” he explained.

Girolamo has not yet seen any of the pieces that 

Recycled Art Show To Benefit 
Habitat For Humanity

See Habitat page A-5

See Oyster Festival page A-10

Fifth Congressional 
District Candidates Talk 

About The Issues

Andrea Shiell
Staff Writer

A lot of buying and selling went 
on at the 62nd annual St. Mary’s 
County Fair, along with a fair 
amount of donating.  During the 4-
H Livestock Auction held this year, 
McKay’s Food and Drug purchased 
the Reserved Champion steer from 
a local teenager that had raised the 
animal, promptly donating the steer 
back to the St. Mary’s County 4-H 
program.  

“Basically 4-H is a youth orga-
nization that’s been around for over 
100 years,” explained Donna Sass-
cer, President of the 4-H “Ropes 
and Wranglers” club in Park Hall.  
There are dozens of clubs in each 
county, not all of which focus on 
livestock or farming.  Some in-
volve community service, sewing, 

4-H Raising 
Steers and 
Steering 
Youngsters

See Bull Roast page A-�

Carl M. “Buddy” Loffler, a 
former county commissioner 
president passed away Monday.

Story A-6
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Contestants shuck away at the National Oyster Shucking Championship.

Habitat for Humanity ReStore Director John Girolamo 
shows off some of the materials he will be using to craft 
his artwork, which will be featured with others at the first 
annual Recycled Art Show on Friday.



Thursday, October 23, 2008 The County Times  Section A - �

the region is at risk so we went in. We 
sent far to few troops.  We sent 550,000 
troops to kick Saddam Hussain out of 
Kuwait, one mission only kick him out 
of Kuwait.  We sent 180,000 troops in 
initially.  It was an incompetent execu-
tion of a foreign policy that I initially 
supported but the question that gener-
ated this long answer was yes we ought 
to redeploy our troops. Afghanistan is 
going south on us, because the adminis-
tration took their eye off the ball Osama 
Bin Laden is somewhere in a cave now 
luckily for us McCain knows where he 
is and how to get him I wish he’d tell the 
rest of us.  It’s a shame he hasn’t told the 
Administration perhaps we would have 
gotten him. So yes I think we need to 
redeploy within a time frame. Only Mc-
Cain thinks we don’t need to redeploy. 

Bailey:  We don’t need 535 gener-
als running our military.  Congress has a 
part to play but they should have played 
that part with a full discussion at the 
front end with clear objectives.  I think 
we need to have that discussion still.  It’s 
a little late in the process but better late 
than never, a discussion about what is 
victory, what do we want to accomplish 
and how are we going to get there.  I do 
not support permanent bases in Iraq that 
was not the understanding. I agree with 
what was said in the beginning that we 
shouldn’t be there one day longer than 
we need to be.  I think we need to agree 
to what those objectives are.  The prob-
lem is that it didn’t start out being well 
defined and it changed as time went on.  
At one point we as the American people 
were told that when the security forces 
reached a certain level that it would be 
time for us to come home, now we’ve 
reached that level they say when it’s 
stable.  But we need to define what is 
stable.  Congress needs to step up to the 
plate and support whatever it is they are 
going to support and then turn it over to 
the executive branch to execute. We do 
need to bring our troops home from Iraq 
and not have permanent bases and we 
need to discuss that publicly and make a 
decision and go with it.  I would hate to 
see us have troops in Iraq like we did in 
Korea for 40 years.  

As for Afghanistan we need to de-
cide what our strategy is there and de-
cide that collectively.  

Everyone has been affected by the 
economic down turn, we hear Obama 
blame President Bush, McCain seems 
to spread the blame.  What should the 
Bush Administration have done dif-
ferently?  Or is the private sector to 
blame?  Does Congress hold any re-
sponsibility for this crisis?

Hoyer:  I think everyone has some 
responsibility private sector, public sec-
tor, administration, and congress.  There 
is plenty to go around.  Clinton was sav-
aged for raising taxes, they said it was 
going to destroy the economy blow the 
deficit sky high and unemployment 
would have swollen.  None of that hap-
pened, in fact you had the best econom-
ic times you’ve lived through in the 90’s 
in part as a result of the economic pro-
gram that we adopted but in major part 
because of the information technology 
explosion which is really why we did 
so well but we created a concept where 
venture capitalist were pretty confident 
that their capital wasn’t going to be at 
risk. Federal government deficit went 
down four years in a row, surplus for 
the last four years of the Clinton admin-
istration, no administration in my life-
time had four surpluses years.  So when 
you ask who’s responsible I say again 
we’ve been extraordinarily irrespon-
sible.  No worry about the debts we are 
incurring. We in effect took the referees 
off the field.  That’s why McCain says 
Cox should be fired from SCC.  Because 
McCain says as you know there was no 
oversight. We came in Jan 07 as head 
of congress, in 4 months we passed a 
regulatory bill on Fannie Mae and Fred-
die Mac in April 07, which put more 
regulations on Fannie Mae and more 
constraints on Fannie Mae it went to the 
Senate and unfortunately languished 
in the Senate for a year.  We finally did 
pass it and the President signed it but not 
until Sept. 08.  The Republicans passed 
a bill in 06, which upped the regulation 
on Fannie Mae, and the administration 
opposed it. The administration opposed 
it not because they were opposed to the 
regulation but because they didn’t want 
to privatize Fannie Mae.  People think-
ing that debt didn’t’ matter is what led 
us to this whether it’s individual, busi-
ness, or government.

Bailey:  Absolutely Congress cre-
ates a crisis and blames the other party 
and then they ask us to hire them for 
two more years to fix the problem they 
created.  I think it’s unfortunate that 
the Bush administration in the first six 
years did not veto a single bill. The 
American people and myself included 
saw these things coming, those no mon-
ey down mortgages.  Congress took off 
the whole month of August with pay, 
cost the taxpayers $14,000 a piece, then 
come back and quickly pass something 
that punishes the American taxpayers 
and rewards those who are the guilty 
party.  Then they go on vacation until 
next year.  Is Congress to blame?  Ab-
solutely.  The President signs or some-
times vetos a legislative bill passed by 
the Congress, the President doesn’t pass 
legislation, and there is way too much 
blame on both sides. Congress is so out 
of touch that they didn’t see this prob-
lem coming.  Since all bills start with 
Congress they deserve a massive share 
of the responsibility.  They should be in 
Washington right now fixing things.  

Do you believe the mortgage 
lending practices of Fannie Mae and 
Freddie Mac, practices supported 
by groups such as Acorn and folks 
in Congress such as Barney Frank, 
Chairman of the House Financial 
Services Committee, promoting home 
ownership for everyone, promoting 
the idea of the “American dream” for 
everyone, and lowering the lending 
standards so people who couldn’t af-

ford these homes were able to get 
them anyway, fueled this econom-

ic crisis?

Hoyer: Let me tell you 
you’ve got a lot of people giving 
loans to people and then either 
don’t securitize it or pass them 

off to Fannie Mae or Freddie Mac and 
they didn’t care.  These weren’t Fan-
nie Mae people, these were individual 
people who gave loans to people who 
couldn’t possible pay them back and 
they didn’t care.  They would give a 
loan and not care if it got paid back be-
cause they would have it no more than 
a day.  I’m either going to bundle it and 
sell it as a bond or sell it to Fannie Mae 
or somebody else and I’m not going to 
worry if that guy can pay it back.  And 
I’m going to tell him I’ll give you zero 
percent interest for the next thirty days 
and you don’t need a down payment.  
They made their 2 or 3 points right up 
front and then were gone.  It had noth-
ing to do with Barney Frank, nothing to 
do with government, it had to do with 
people making big profits and getting 
a lot of money in their pockets.  They 
were not worried about the risk because 
they would not hold the risk. Debt didn’t 
matter

Bailey:  When you drive the cost 
of a home up by government policy by 
meddling with the market, by strong 
arming Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
that doesn’t help.  You are better off 
letting them do it themselves.  Fan-
nie Mae and Freddie Mac were taken 
over by the government and they held 
congressional meetings after they took 
them over.  And they asked the new 
executives running it if they were still 
making sub prime loans and they said 
yes, so if that was part of the problem 
we certainly haven’t learned from the 
problem.  I think that the whole Fannie 
Mae, Freddie Mac thing is the prime 
example of Congress doing the wrong 
thing, at the wrong time, possibly for 
the right reason.  The American dream 
is to be able to afford a house, a car, food 
in the cupboards and sound money will 
make that more available for all people.  
Artificial stimulation of our economy 
works in the opposite direction.  The 
American people are a lot smarter than 
some centralized top down government 
buarcaracy that tries to make a one shoe 
fit all kind of approach.

Shouldn’t there have been more 
Congressional oversight?

Hoyer:  Absolutely, when we came 
in we did it in the housing act that we 
passed.  Not in 01,02,03,04,05. We were 
not in charge.  The Bush administration 
was totally in charge of all the regula-
tors.  McCain says SEC Chairman Chris 
Coxs should have been fired.   Why did 
he say that?  Because he wasn’t oversee-
ing what the stock market was doing, 
the debt that was incurring and the pho-
ny balance sheets they were reporting.  
Why did they do this?  To keep the stock 
prices high because people were being 
paid not on the success of the company 
but on the price of the stock. That’s what 
happened to Enron.  

Bailey:  That’s one of those ques-
tions that’s not a yes or no.  You have to 
keep the scales level you have to real-
ize that you have equilibrium you can’t 
have a government run something and 
have no controls.  When you have peo-
ple pushing them to make mortgages 
and you have CEO’s who are making 
money based on how many mortgages 
they are making no matter if they are 
going to last or not that’s not regula-
tion that’s manipulation.  The govern-
ment has a purpose and that purpose 
is to make sure that one group or entity 
cannot abuse another and protect them 
from this. We have to use the authority 
Congress has wisely.  

Do you think the $700 billion bail 
out will work?

Hoyer:  I hope so, we all hope so 

but I don’t know. And I don’t think any-
body knows. Secretary of the Treasury 
Henry Paulson hopes so. We have a 
huge challenge. We are going to have to 
look at stimulus packages for individu-
als.  $700 billion is to try to stabilize and 
give confidence not to the stock markets 
as much to the credit markets.  The real 
problem today is the credit markets.  
Paulson asked for $700 billion to buy 
bad paper.  We amended the bill sub-
stantially and said, no, we want the tax-
payer to be able to take equity in these 
companies.  So that your not just taking 
paper your saying to these companies if 
we give you dollars were going to take 
back preferred or equity interest.  Hope-
fully these companies will recover and 
their values are going to increase over 
time and the taxpayer will take some 
of the profit as well as some of the risk.  
That is happening in Europe now.  You 
have to put capital into these cash poor 
companies.  There is panic in the stock 
market now and all over the world.  

Bailey: The $700 billion bail out 
is in my lifetime the absolute worst ex-
ample of Congressional acts since I’ve 
been on this earth.  On Sept. 29th they 
voted down the bail out and some said 
it’s a Wall Street bail out and it punishes 
the taxpayer and we can’t do that.  So 
the Senate adds $150 billion of unneces-
sary pork to it to buy votes.  The only 
thing that changed on the bail out is they 
raised FDIC insurance from $100,000 
to $250,000, which was probably a good 
idea.  But the insulting thing was they 
said now this is for Main Street, the 
first one was for Wall Street but this is 
for Main Street and they passed it.   I 
don’t think anyone I know was fooled 
by that change in title.  They even said 
when they debated it that they had to get 
it done because their calendar said they 
should be on break. What the bill did do 
is it privatized profits and penalized the 
taxpayers.  The bail out bill was wrong.  
If they really felt something had to be 
done what they should have done was 
they should have come back into ses-
sion.  I’m a businessman I understand 
economics. I think the bail out rewarded 
a small group of people and punished 
the taxpayer.   

Do you have concerns that this 
bailout plan will fuel inflation and 
what can we do to avoid that?

Hoyer:  I’m concerned about it be-
cause we have been pursuing a fiscally 
irresponsible policy that has piled debt 
upon debt.  It’s the difference of a $62.9 
billion net surplus after 8 years and a $1.6 
to$ 2 trillion deficit after eight years that 
this administration has run up. Not with 
my support.  The value of the dollar has 
gone down in this decade and has been 
stretched.  Now in terms of inflation it’s 
hard to believe at this point in time that 
we could have stagflation but we could 
have stagflation now giving the down 
turn in the economy.

Bailey:  I have had concerns 
about the devaluation of a dollar 
due to the deficit spending. But my 
bigger concern is that the actions of 
congress is pushing us towards is 
stagflation where you get the worst 
of both worlds.  Congress needs to 
get their heads on straight.  The pur-
pose of the bailout was to return things 
to the way they were before the bubble.  
In other words to inflate the value 
of the dollar and inflate the 
economy. If everything 
work it would bring 
housing prices back 
to the level they were.  
They ask what if it 
doesn’t work.  They 
said it’s got to work. 

The House recently passed legis-
lation that would take away peoples 
right to vote by secret ballot during 
labor organizing campaigns.  This 
legislation would no longer protect the 
privacy of workers; instead workers 
would have to vote publicly so everyone 
would know how he or she voted.  The 
legislation passed failed in the Senate 
where Democrats don’t have the 60% 
majority needed to get the bill passed.  
Senator Obama has promised to get 
this legislation passed if elected Presi-
dent, do you support this legislation?

Hoyer:  I voted for it.  I’m a strong 
believer in the rights men and women 
who are working to organize and bar-
gain collectively.  We have now the 
greatest disparity between corporate 
leaders and workers.  We have the great-
est disparity in the world as a matter of 
fact.  And as labors clout has diminished 
that disparity has increased to the extent 
that you destroy the middle class.  The 
difference between workers and execu-
tives in Japan is about one-tenth of that 
here in the United States.  One of the 
problems has been is that it’s very dif-
ficult to get a labor election in organiza-
tions now days.  I believe the right of an 
employee to bargain collectively need 
to be protected.  The National Labor 
Relations Board has not been function-
ing well, it has been somewhat lethar-
gic.  The result is a bill, which says, ok 
if you’ve got 51% of the employees sign 
up and say they want to be a union you 
got the cards there and you submit them 
to the NLRB and they could be certified 
absent an election, it’s sort of like an ab-
sentee ballot.  

Bailey:  I think that the right of 
people to have secret ballot is a part 
of our society and should be strongly 
maintained and the government needs 
to quit pandering to special interest 
groups.  Congressman Hoyer received 
the second most of any congressional 
candidate in this nation in the first two 
quarters almost 6 million dollars about 
2.7 in the first quarter and over 3 million 
in the second.  Almost 87% of that came 
from outside of the state.  He’s also spent 
6 million in the first two quarters of this 
year.  Unfortunately sometimes in the 
past races have gone to the highest bet-
ter.  I think the American people with 
the help of the Internet; media are fed up 
with all these backroom deals I would 
have voted against that bill.  I will sup-
port a persons right of association.  
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“There are a lot of emotions 
attached to this case and emo-
tions are running high,” Judge 
Kaminetz said. “I do consider 
him a danger to the public.”

Judge Kaminetz said Ed-
ison’s previous behavior was 
“more aggressive, anti-social 
and scary to the public.”

Edison is accused of remov-
ing the clothing of his alleged 
victim and forcibly having sex 
with her back in July; he was 
also charged with assaulting the 
victim with a belt.

In charging documents filed 
by detectives against Edison, 
the victim stated that she did not 
want to have sexual contact with 
him.

Edison faces 20 years in 
prison for the second-degree 
rape charge against him as well 
as 20 years for the charge of sec-
ond-degree sex offense.

Kevin McDevitt, attorney 
for Edison, argued that his cli-
ent would benefit the most from 

treatment at a state-run, secure 
facility and would suffer need-
lessly in prison at such a young 
age.

McDevitt said Edison’s 
size, standing five-feet, seven-
inches tall and weighing just 
160 pounds, could even put him 
at a disadvantage in a juvenile 
facility.

“He might even be the 
smallest person there,” McDevitt 
said.

Assistant State’s Attorney 
Joseph Stanalonis argued that 
the recommendation of the pro-
fessionals at the Department of 
Juvenile Services and the de-
fense was faulty because of the 
seriousness of the alleged crime.

“If that doesn’t constitute a 
high risk, I guess you have to kill 
someone to be considered a high 
risk,” Stanalonis argued.

The mother of the victim 
testified that her daughter has not 
been the same since the alleged 
crime against her. Her daughter 
is still afraid of seeing her al-
leged assailant, she said.

“She’s been nervous… she’s 
acting out against other boys,” 
the girl’s mother said. “She’s in-

timidated and she shouldn’t be.”
While one portion of the 

Edison case was decided Mon-
day, more still remains since a 
hearing on habeas corpus, or 
whether there was action taken 
against Edison that was uncon-
stitutional in holding him, will 
take place Nov. 3.

The defense filed a motion 
for an emergency bond hear-
ing in late August, arguing that 
there was evidence showing Edi-
son could have had the charges 
against him thrown out, but that 
was denied.

Edison’s parents and fam-
ily picketed outside the Circuit 
Court in Leonardtown in August 
protesting the detention of their 
son when the rape charge against 
him was replaced with a crimi-
nal summons.

A formal indictment now 
exists against Edison and he 
remains in custody at the St. 
Mary’s County Adult Detention 
Center.

Edison was twice denied 
bond in county District Court, 
back in the summer as the judge 
there believed there was probable 
cause to hold him in detention.

Edison
Continued from  page A-�

Election for Congress Offers Differences 
Between Candidates Continued

Hoyer, 69
Mechanicsville, MD

Bailey, �4
Waldorf, MD
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